From the Seattle Youth Rally & Young Adult Retreat    -  Revised February 2009
Dear Youth Leaders and Youth & YOUNG ADULTS:

Greetings and our prayerful blessings to you and your young people!
In our first mailing, a mistake was made.  We put the wrong date on the Poster and this Letter.  We hope this did not cause too much confusion.  The Date for the youth rally and Young Adult Retreat is Friday April 24 through Sunday April 26th.  We have given you new posters to re-post.   Thanks!
So, April 24-26th is the date set for the annual Seattle Youth Rally & Young Adult Retreat.  For those who will be coming for the first time, we would like to share a little about the Seattle Youth Rally & Young Adult Retreat. This is year 26 for the rally!  The rally & young adult retreat is planned and organized cooperatively by Cedar Ridge, Crown Hill and Glen Acres Churches of Christ.   We added a Young Adult Retreat last year for those ages 18-25.  We will combine efforts for the Praise Time, Main Speaker and Meal Times and some Recreation Activities, but will have separate Classes, Cabins, Firesides, Devotions & some Recreation Activities.
We are working on making this a great event for the Pacific Northwest Churches.  We are going full steam ahead to bring a thoroughly uplifting and spiritually exciting time of Christian growth, praise, and fellowship.   Our theme this year is “Surveying The Cross” – Galatians 6:14: “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”  
We want to ask the question: “When we survey the cross what do we see?”  We believe the cross lies at the heart of all God did through Jesus Christ. It is the supreme example of God's power and wisdom displayed in what the world considers weakness and foolishness (1 Corinthians 1:18-25). And anyone who wants to know God must find Him in Christ crucified. 

Sixth grade through 12th grade (and their leaders) are welcome to come for the Youth Rally and 18-25 years are welcome to come to the Young Adult retreat.   As you can see, we have given those 18 year olds the choice to participate either in the Youth Rally or Young Adult Retreat.  We will again for our twenty-second year, meet at a fully self-contained retreat facility, Camp Berachah, deep in the woods of Auburn, WA, located just 35 minutes south of Seattle.

Camp Berachah features:  Family style meals; heated and carpeted cabins; plenty of hot water and electricity; 125 wooded acres with a stream; softball & soccer fields; hiking trails; indoor tennis, basketball, volleyball, and a heated swimming pool; horse back riding (cost is extra - about $10); obstacle course; mountain bikes (cost is extra - about $10 a hour); Motorized go carts (cost is extra- about $5.00 for a five minute drive), climbing wall (cost is extra – about  $5); and a lot more.

A discount for the rally/retreat is $58.00 if you register and pay by April 6, 2009.  After that, the price will be $63.00 and then $73.00 at the door.  We are doing everything we can to get the youth, young adults and adult volunteers registered early, as you can see by the significant financial penalty for registering at the door.  No matter how many years your group has been coming. Please register your people now!!! 
Enclosed is a pre-registration form that includes permission and medical authorization form that must be filled out completely by everyone who attends. You may photocopy and distribute these forms to your youth.   Remember the pre-registration deadline is April 6, 2009.  We will send some more info sometime in late March.

We will again put together a variety of PowerPoint slide shows that will be seen throughout the rally/retreat weekend.  We would like to receive 15-20 electronic pictures from each youth group/church attending of your group in action to be included in the rally/retreat slide shows.  This is a special treat for the youth attending.  Please send jpg pictures to Howard Herndon at hherndon@nwlink.com.
If you have a special number, please telephone Darrell Chase Jr., our program coordinators, at 206-431-0589 by Sunday, April 19, 2008, to schedule them into the Saturday program.  There will be NO last minute specials added to the program after Sunday, April 19, 2008!
This is a great rally that takes place in one of the nicest camps in the northwest.  Unfortunately, we know this comes at a cost to you and your youth group.  We as a staff have decided that no youth should be turned away because of his or her financial situation.  We would like for your church to address these issues as best you can; BUT, if a need arises that you and your church are unable to meet for financial reasons and any youth will not be able to attend for those reasons, please contact us, and we will see if we can find supporters locally to meet those financial needs.  Please contact Darrell Chase, 206-431-0589 for more information.

We look forward to hearing from you and if you have any questions, call Ben Faulkner, 206-290-5123              or Darrell Chase Jr., 206-431-0589.                          . 

Love in Christ,
Seattle Youth Rally Staff

